
June, 2019 

Dear partners in the Gospel,

Osaka Life

I was going to send this last 
year but I could not.  

In Autumn, the leaves were 
changing their colours to yellow 
or red. Autumn is the second 
favourite season for Japanese 
people after Spring. Many 
people go on hikes to see the 
colours change. 

School Life 
In November, Natan’el sat the 
end of term exams. Like for the 
exams he sat last year he 
clearly did not have enough 
time to complete them. In 
December, there was a parent 
and teacher meeting so I asked 
his teacher, Mr U, whether it is 
possible for Natan’el to receive 
extra time. He said, “No 
problem.” I wished that the 
school had done that for 
Natan’el from the beginning, 
however, thankfully, from this 
year Natan'el can have 10 
minutes extra time on each 
subject for exams. 

Mr U is also one of the teachers 
who look after the soccer club 
at the school. In the same 
month, Natan’el and he had a 
very good talk on the train on 
the way back from practice 
soccer meets. They spoke to 
each other in English (because 
the teacher wanted to practise 
his English) and talked about 
the Trump regime, energy, and 

environmental problems. Mr U 
was not only surprised but he 
was also quite impressed with 
Natan’el — the fact that he 
could discuss politics and so on 
at his age. Mr U had never 
seen Natan’el like that in his 
class because Natan’el can not 
freely discuss such topics in 
Japanese. It was very good for 
Natan'el and me to know that 
Mr U now knows who Natan’el 
really is. He said Natan’el often 
jokes around at school. I think 
that was the easiest way for 
him to communicate with his 
mates. I am rather happy with 
how he has been in his class 
because it is very important to 
be able to do that in Osaka 
since Osaka is a city of 
comedians.  

Setsuli’s teacher told me in the 
end of term parents and 
teachers meeting in December 
that Setsuli’s effort was very 
exceptional. She said she takes 
her hat off to her. Setsuli still 
needs help with expressing her 
opinion in Japanese but her 
friends don’t seem to think so. 

Church Life 
In early November, I joined 
Kashiba Megumi Presbyterian’s 
outreach cafe. This time I took 
Nathan and Crystal with me so 
that we would have more 
Christians to talk to non-
Christians at the cafe. I 
introduced them to Mrs Y and 
also we enjoyed the Korean 
lunch. Including my friend M, 
God brought thirteen non-
Christians! 

A troop of Australians, seven 
people in all, visited Osaka 
Presbyterian in November. 

The Very Rev. John Wilson, the 
Moderator General of the PCA, 
preached that Sunday. We 
speak different languages but 
we sang the same hymns. The 
church prepared a special lunch 
and we all enjoyed fellowship. 
They observed our outreach 
ministry, Crayon, where two 
children learned the story of 
Zacchaeus from Luke 19. The 
Aussies sang the Zacchaeus 
song in English for us!  

Why, ‘Go Osaka’? 
This newsletter has been 
named ‘Go Osaka!’ Why is that? 

In Japanese, the short-form 
word for Australia sounds like 
our English word ‘go’. Japanese 
are as fond of a good pun as 
many Aussies so we decided to 
create a bilingual pun! 

There is, however, a deeper 
meaning. Our ministry in Japan 
depends on building 
partnership between our Aussie 
supporters and the Osaka 
Christian Church. It is, 
therefore, an ‘Australia–Osaka’ 
partnership (which is the 
meaning of the Japanese 
writing in our masthead.)
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Thanksgiving 
• The middle school gives Natan’el extra time on each 

subjects on exams from year 2019. 
• Natan’el’s teacher, Mr U, now understands him better 

than before. 
• More boys attended Teen’s Time from Natan’el’s class. 
• Setsuli’s school report improved some and it has 

become a very good encouragement for her. 
• Seven non-Christians attended the candle-light service  

Petition 
• that Nathan’s neck will be better. 
• that the Australian Dollar exchange rate that has fallen 

recently will rise against the Japanese Yen 
• that I can encourage my family when they study 

Japanese. 
• that Natan’el can make the most of the extra exam 

time.

For your prayers

Nathan and Tomoko Stewart 
Klar Platz 202,13-2 Hannanchō 5 chōme 
Abeno-ku, Osaka City, Osaka, JAPAN, 545-0021. facebook.com/stewartfamilyjapan

I had let John know that 
Crystal (who is from the same 
congregation) was going to 
celebrate a very special 
birthday early that month — 
her 21st! He brought a 
photograph of their 
congregation and a birthday 
card for her. I wanted her to be 
remembered when she was 
away from her church. 

During the week, we took the 
troop to Kashiba Grace 
Presbyterian in Nara to 
understand how hard they try 
to outreach to Japanese people 
in their neighbourhood. Mr Park 
and his wife shared their 
experience of four years of 
church planting by themselves. 
They provided Korean food 
which the troop enjoyed very 
much. 

In the middle of the week, the 
Aussies travelled to Tokyo as 
the PCJ Assembly was held on 
the weekend. Nathan and I also 
attended the Assembly. John 
Wilson greeted the 
Presbyterian Church of Japan 
mentioning the Partnership 
Agreement between Australia 
and Japan and I interpreted 
into Japanese. 

After the Assembly weekend, 
On Sunday, we attended the 
nearest Presbyterian Church 
from where we were staying. 
During the service, a young 
theological student whose 
parents were missionaries gave 
his testimony. He had always 
gone to church but wondered 
whether he himself had faith in 
Christ or the whether faith he 
had was because his parents 
were Christians. It was very 
good for our children to hear 
his testimony. I wonder what 
they thought about it. 

In December, seven teenagers 
attended Teens Time and 
learned about Christmas and 
played a fun game. Three of 
Natan’el’s friends joined.  

Six children and two mothers 
attended Crayon. They also 
learned about the Christmas 
story and decorated tree-
shaped cakes. I was posting 
some leftover event fliers into 
mail boxes on a very very cold 
and windy Saturday feeling 
very disappointed because 
many of the unit buildings had 
signs saying, “Do not place 
junk mail”. I met a Japanese 
mother and her girl at 
Natan’el’s school watching the 

club playing soccer. I 
introduced myself to her and 
she told me that she teaches 
English for her job. I invited 
her and the girl to Crayon and 
she was very excited to come 
to church. I was really 
convinced by the incident that 
personal invitation is much 
more powerful than a flyer in a 
mailbox alone.  

In total, six more visitors from 
Sydney who were travelling in 
Japan joined with us across two 
other Sunday services. Our 
congregation really enjoys 
visitors because they were 
really discouraged three to four 
years ago when the numbers of 
attendance were going down 
even more than before. 

In the run up to Christmas, I 
handed out tracts and 
Christmas service invitations 
together with our Queensland 
Tea bags. I went around some 
individual shops where I have 
built relationships since we 
arrived in Osaka. All of them 
happily accepted them, 
especially, when they knew 
that they can receive free tea 
bags.  

My mother and her two sisters, 
and four more people attended 
our candle-light service. Some 
of the church members and my 
family were asked to read the 
Christmas story. When I invited 
my relatives, they did not 
respond but when I invited 
them again “Please come to 
see Nathan, Natan’el and 
Setsuli’s effort that they make 
every day,” then three of them 
responded. I have learned how 
to persuade my relatives to 
come to church. The seven 
non-Christians heard the 
Christmas story and enjoyed 
talking with us over tea and 
coffee.  

On Christmas Day, the children 
had their last school day of 
Term 2. I invited Crystal to our 
home for lunch. I did not want 
her to be alone when Christmas 
Day is not a public holiday in 
Japan. After lunch my family 
and I visited my 99 year old 
Grandma at her aged care 
home and Setsuli read 
Christmas story flash cards to 
her in Japanese. She also read 
the same story to her cousins 
at my mum’s place on the next 
day. I was glad that some of 
the relatives who did not come 
to church at least heard the 
reason for the season. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Tomoko Stewart, Osaka. 

https://facebook.com/stewartfamilyjapan
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